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Mr. Haveman is spot on in this piece. Protecting and expanding access to healthcare providers
who are notdoctors of medicine (MDs) or osteopathy (DOs) is key to ensuring patients have
access to the right care, when they need it. Unfortunately, this problem isn't limited to Michigan.
Across the country, we are seeing providers (such as registered nurses, naturopathic doctors,
psychologists, audiologists, physical and occupational therapists, advanced practice registered
nurses, optometrists and chiropractors) facing limitations to the care they can provide because of
the efforts of well-financed physician interest groups.

Mr. Haveman rightly makes the point that creating a glut of primary care physicians doesn't
make sense for patients " but ensuring that non-MD/DO care providers can do the jobs they are
trained to do does make sense. As a coalition of over 35 non-MD/DO provider organizations, the
Coalition for Patient's Rights (www.patientsrightscoalition.org), is dedicated to putting patients
first. This means ensuring our members can provide the full scope of care they are trained and
licensed to provide, so each patient can access the care that is right for them.

-The Coalition for Patient's Rights, Washington, DC
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